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LI IS ISOPHORONENITRILE/CN 

L2 IS ISOPHORONE/CN 

L3 IS HYDROGEN CYANIDE/ CN 

L4 OS HCN/CF 

L5 OS HCN/CN 

L6 IS CALCIUM OXIDE/CN 
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L7 71 S LI AND L2 

L8 35 S L7 AND L3 

L9 3 S L8 AND L6 

L10 42 S L7 AND HCN 

Lll 11 S L10 NOT L8 

L12 0 S Lll AND L6 

L13 2 DUP REM L9 (1 DUPLICATE REMOVED) 
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A regioselective hydrocyanation process for the calcium oxide - catalyzed 
preparation of isophorone nitrile from hydrogen cyanide and isophorone is 
presented in which the calcium oxide regioselective hydrocyanation 
catalyst has a BET surface area of >1.5 m2/g. 
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INDEXING IS AVAILABLE FOR THIS PATENT. 

The present invention describes a process for preparing 
isophoronenitrile by adding HCN to isophorone. The catalyst used is CaO 
which has a BET surface area of >1.5 m.sup.2/g. The use of such a 
catalyst achieves high yields and selectivit ies . 
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